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DISPENSING OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS. 

A CONVICTION OF A PHYSICIAN UNDER THE LAW OP TENNESSEE UPHELD BY THE 
SUPREME COURT OF THAT STATE. 

On page 2903 of this issue of the Public Health Reports appears an 
opinion of the Supreme Court of Tennessee which may be of value as 
a precedent. 

The Tennessee law requires that physicians shall be in personal 
attendance on patients to whom habit-forming drugs are distributed 
or dispensed by them. The court stated that the law "is modeled 
after and closely conforms to the act of Congress later passed and 
approved December 17, 1914" (the Harrison antinarcotic act). 

A detective secured from the defendant, who was a physician, a 
prescription for morphine, stating that he desired the drug for a 
friend. The detective then took the prescription to a pharmacy and 
had it filled. 

The court held that the Tennessee act was constitutional, and that 
the fact that the drug was secured by a detective for the purpose of 
obtaining evidence for a criminal prosecution was not a valid defense. 



VIRULENT SMALLPOX. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE OUTBREAK LAST WINTER AT LAREDO, TEX. 

During the period from December, 1914, to April, 1915, ah out- 
break of virulent smallpox occurred at Laredo, Tex. The first case 
occurred December 9, 1914, in an inmate of an orphan asylum for 
girls. The source of infection of this case was not determined, but no 
additional cases developed in the institution. On January 16, 1915, 
two cases were notified, one of which was in a family long resident 
in Laredo, the other being in a family which had recently come from 
Mexico. One case occurred January 23 in a man who had been in 
the Mexican Army and who came across the border January 17. On 
January 29 two new cases developed in the same families in which the 
cases were reported January 16. During the week ended February 5 
five new cases and three deaths were reported. No new cases or 
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